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brahma va idam agra asit, tad atmanam evaved, aham brahmasmiti.
tasmat tat sarvam abhavat;

tadyo yo devanam pratyabudhyata sa eva tad abhavat,
tatharsinam tatha manusyanam;

tad dhaitat paSyann rsir varmadevah pratipedeham manur abhavarm
surya$ ceti.

tad idam apy etarhi ya evam vedaham brahmasmiti,

sa idam sarvam bhavati,

tasya ha na devasca nabhiitya 1iSata,

atma hyesam sa bhavat yatha yonyam devatam upaste,

nyo' savanyo’ham asmiti,

na sa veda. 1.4.10

This self was indeed Brahman in the beginning. It knew itself only as "I am Brahman." Therefore it
became all. And whoever among the gods had this enlightenment, also became That Brahman. It is



the same with the seers (rishis), the same with others. The seer Vamadeva, having realized this self
as That, came to know: "I was Manu and the sun." And to this day, whoever in a like manner knows
the self as "I am Brahman," becomes all this universe. Even the gods cannot prevent one's becoming
this, for Brahman has become their Self. Now, if one worships another deity, thinking: "That is one
and I am another," he does not know. [Nikhilananda]



